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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Thank you, PolicyWorks, for hosting a lovely Firm Night at the November 
member meeting at the Iowa Credit Union League! Keisha Knepper spoke to 
us about the variety of groups that work together in the building and clarified the 
role of PolicyWorks in both compliance and lobbying efforts. Cyd’s Catering 
provided another tasty meal and delicious chocolate cake for dessert. 
 
Every member was assigned a Mentor Program partner in the last Connect and 
we are including it again this month. Read through the module on member 
meetings in this issue and then connect with your partner this month! We all 
want to grow in our knowledge of EWI, its mission, and how it can impact our 

connections, careers and communities. 
 
Our nut sales fundraiser brought in a profit of over $1,300 for our scholarship fund this year with a 
total of 465 bags sold. Thank you, Beth Kneeskern, for taking the orders, and to Cindy Fleischacker 
for covering sorting and pick up for her while she is traveling. Nuts were available for pick-up on 
Monday, November 20th from 4:00-6:00PM at In The Bag.  Many thanks to those who showed up to 
help sort and package all of the orders. 
 
We are collaborating with Capitol View Elementary again this year and are finishing up the logistics 
for that with Kirke Financial, Delta Dental and Premier Credit Union, who are all 
contributing partners supporting the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes. The Philanthropy committee is 
collecting wrapping paper, bows, ribbons and tape for gift wrapping at YESS at the December 
meeting. Please remember that need when you are out shopping this month. 
 
I am excited to see each of you at the December meal at Christopher’s restaurant and 
our ornament exchanges! Alyssa Flamm, wellness coach with Nourish Thrive Live, will share with 
us during the Firm Spotlight that evening. Please bring a spouse, partner or friend to enjoy the 
evening and celebrate the festive season! 
 
Have a gorgeous day, 
 
Katherine McClure 
Chapter President 
Representing Katherine McClure Photography 
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NOVEMBER 2017 BOARD MEETING RECAP 
 

Secretary: There were no changes to the October 2, 2017 Board of Directors Meeting minutes. A 
motion to approve the minutes was made by Robin Taylor and seconded by Courtney Hill with no 
objections. 
 
Treasurer: Laura Montgomery now has a credit/debit card both in her name and that of EWI to be 
used for bill payment.  
 
President: Communications and Meetings:  attended the October meeting; shared images from the 
October meeting on Facebook; finalized mentor assignments; created overview of mentor program; 
created rough draft of ‘Connections: Chapter Meetings’ for the Connect; received emails from board 
members; listened in on the Presidents’ call with Corporate; had a phone conference with Marla about 
the board packets; emailed board packet to Christine for disbursement.  Kat asked that everyone see 
the latest Connect for their mentor assignments.  Kat indicated her LCAM expenses totaled $729.55 
and requested reimbursement.  Cyndi Lorenzen made a motion to approve reimbursement and was 
seconded by Courtney Hill with no objections. 
 
Vice President:  Activity: attended October meeting; call and emails with Katherine regarding 
mentor assignments; call with Katherine regarding packet information; assembled packet and sent 
email to Board. 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms: As of October 31, 2017, the Des Moines Chapter of EWI consists of: 35 member 
firms, 40 representatives, 8 chapter life members, and 2 sustaining members.  Present at the October 
2, 2017 Chapter meeting were: 22 member firms for 63% representation, 24 representatives for 60% 
attendance, 2 chapter life members, 0 sustaining members, 0 transitional members and 0 guests. 
Attendance of the Board Members at the October 2, 2017 Board Meeting was 92%.  Reservation 
deadline for November 6, 2017 meeting:  Monday, October 30, 2017. Board Members:  please 
remember to sign in at the hospitality table! 
 
Marketing: Activities and Updates:  attended EWI Meeting at LeJardin and posted photos to EWI 
Des Moines website; attended Lunch Bunch at Urban Grill. 
 
Retention and Recruitment: Membership as of November 6, 2017: 35 member firms, 40 
representatives, 8 chapter life members, and 2 sustaining members. 
 
Program:  The December 4, 2017 meeting will be a celebration of the holidays and will be held at 
Christopher’s, 2816 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines (free onsite parking). Attire is business casual.  What 
is different about this event?  We encourage members to bring a guest to help us celebrate the 
holiday season. We will also be hosting an ornament exchange to make this event festive. If you would 
like to participate, please bring a wrapped ornament for ~$10.00. If you do bring a guest you only 
need to bring one ornament; you and your guest can participate as a team.    The agenda is as follows:  
4:15 – 5:15 Board Meeting; 5:15 – 5:50 Socialize and cash bar; 5:50 – 6:05 Guest and member 
introductions; 6:05 – 6:15 Firm Spotlight (Nourish Thrive Live); 6:15 - 6:45 Dinner; 6:45 - 7:30 
Ornament Exchange; 7:30 – 8:00 EWI Updates.  RSVP deadline is 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 22. Menu:  chicken parmigiana or vegetarian pasta; tossed garden salad with house creamy 
Italian or buttermilk ranch dressing; seasonal fresh vegetables; artisan breads; dessert; tea or water. 
It was decided that $2,500 was appropriate for December event.  Courtney Hill made a motion to 
 

Continued on next page… 
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approve up to$2,500 for the December event and it was seconded by Cyndi Lorenzen with no 
objections.  Cindy Fleischacker made a motion to reimburse Courtney Hill for $27.49 for the  
beverages for the November meeting and it was seconded by Cyndi Lorenzen with no objections.  
Marla Wylie made a motion for payment of $832.10 to Cyd’s Catering for the board retreat and the 
November meeting meal and seconded by Alissa Flam with no objections.  Discussed raising the 
meeting fee to $30 and will present to the membership tonight for a vote. 
 
Communications: Christine attended board and chapter meetings on October 2, 2017. Robin 
attended chapter meeting. Chapter website duties accomplished: updated meeting information for 
November event; prepared and sent emails for November event; Robin Taylor prepared newsletter, 
sent out for proofing and then final to Christine for posting; updated member information on the 
website; sent newsletter reminder and Gourmet Nut Form on October 6, 2017; sent the Gourmet Nut 
Form and note from Beth Kneeskern on October 9, 2017; sent a reminder for the November event on 
October 11 and 26, 2017; proofread and sent edits for November Connect to Robin Taylor on October 
16, 2017; sent November Connect on October 18, 2017; administrators of the website are Marla Wylie, 
Jessinda Madonia, and Christine Healy.   
 
Old Business: What are we planning to do about these members who are listed on the website, who 
are:  Melissa Burdick – The Brenton Arboretum; Leanne Benson – Wellmark, Inc.; and Amy 
Gochanour – A Plus Automotive?  Deadline for the next Connect newsletter is Friday, November 10, 
2017. If you have information you would like to include in the newsletter, please send it to Robin 
Taylor at (robin@blueribbonfoundation.org).  Committee members are Ruth Hanrahan, Judy Smith, 
Keisha Knepper, Robin Taylor, and Christine Healy. 
 
Fundraising: The nut order was placed on Friday, October 27 and is expected to arrive by Friday, 
November 17, with packaging and pick-up to occur Monday, November 20 at In the Bag.  Sales totaled 
465 bags, amounting to $4,969 and a net profit of approximately $1,309. We ordered 2 extra bags of 
pecan halves and whole cashews, thinking someone might be interested and add a little to our sales as 
a whole.  As I’m on vacation from November 15 thru Thanksgiving, I will not be at the packaging and 
pick-up event.  Cindy Fleischacker has agreed to help coordinate this and I will do as much as I’m able 
before I leave on vacation as far as lining up volunteers to help with the packaging.  An email will be 
sent out to the membership regarding details for picking up the nut orders.  I will give the 
membership an anticipated timeline at the November 6 membership meeting.  Beth requested 
reimbursement for payment of nut purchase in the amount of $3,698.98.  Marla Wylie made a motion 
to reimburse Beth $3,698.98 for payment of the nut orders and it was seconded by Cyndi Lorenzen 
with no objections. 
 
Philanthropy:  Capitol View School Project is a go!  Christi Dougan left Capitol View School early 
this summer but a few others have stepped in this year to make sure the Holiday Project continues.  
Kirke Financial will be donating $500 for this project and the check will be sent to Laura Montgomery 
at Hubbell within the next few weeks.  EWI will be able to present them with a check for $1,000.  This 
year the children will receive a hoodie sweatshirt and a book. Delta Dental will supply the coloring 
books and dental supplies.  Premiere Credit Union will donate small snack size Goldfish.  Event will 
be held on Wednesday, December 20, time TBD. YESS Gift wrapping night has been set for Tuesday, 
December 19 from 5-7 p.m.  Supplies needed are wrapping paper, tape, bows and boxes.  Please bring 
donations to December meeting.   
 

Continued on next page… 
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Other Business: 
 
Old Business: 
 
• None. 

 
New Business 
 
Scholarships – Michelle Cook inquired about the planned approach for scholarships and discussion 
was held regarding the fact that we had decided to extend our involvement with last year’s winner.  
Michelle will talk to Sarah Roeder, past Scholarship chair to get details. 
 
Mentor Program – Katherine McClure reminded everyone that pairings and information about the 
program were in the newsletter and gave a brief description of the plans. 
 
Supplies for Retention and Recruitment Committee - Karen Anderson noted her member firm has 
donated paper and other supplies to the Retention & Recruitment Committee for the past 5 years.  
She requested a $100 budget for the supplies next year.  This will be presented to the membership 
tonight. 
 
Announcements 
 
• Board reports are due on November 27 
• Deadline to RSVP for December Event is November 22 
• Newsletter article deadline is November 10 
  

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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NOVEMBER 2017 CHAPTER EVENT 
FIRM NIGHT AT POLICYWORKS 

 
EWI of Des Moines’ November chapter meeting was held at the offices of PolicyWorks.  Keisha 
Knepper provided an overview of her firm to the membership. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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EWI MENTOR PROGRAM 

 
Welcome to the first of twelve features about the EWI Mentor Program! You may have noticed that 
last month was Welcome and Overview and that your partner was listed! But you might not have 
known what to do next. We’ve made it very simple! Read. Connect. Discuss. Enjoy. 
 
Read the feature article. 
 
Connect with your partner. (via phone, text, email, snapchat or in person. 
 
Discuss the talking points. 
 
Enjoy your conversation and get to know each other! Continue your discussions at the next member 
meeting! 
 
Connections: Chapter Meetings 
 
The Mission of EWI is to bring together key individuals from diverse businesses for the purpose of 
promoting member firms, enhancing personal and professional development, and encouraging 
community involvement. This month, we want to talk about how our monthly Chapter Meetings 
actively further that mission. 
 
There are four main types of member meetings: Firm Nights, Business Meetings, Installation 
of Officers and Executive Nights. Every year, we have one or more of each of these types of 
meetings in our Des Moines chapter. A meal is always included to help enhance personal development 
between members! 
 
Firm Nights promote a particular member firm and can either be held at their own location or 
another venue. The featured firm supplies a speaker who shares about the company, its history, how it 
has changed or grown though the years and what it is doing now. A firm can even choose to sponsor a 
professional development speaker! 
 
Business Meetings are held twice each year in February and July. These meetings allow officers, 
directors and committee chairs to update the chapter on their specific programs. While more 
structured, these meetings are quite often the first glimpse of what is happening behind the scenes in 
a chapter and allow members to learn where they might want to grow in their community 
involvement. 
 
Installation of Officers happens each October, but it is not just the introduction of the next group 
of officers! It is also the recap of EWI’s LCAM (Leadership Conference and Annual Meeting), the 
reveal of all committee assignments and a time for the incoming president to share her vision for the 
chapter. The revision of the Mentor Program was revealed at the October meeting and is one of three 
items our chapter is focusing on this year! 
 

Continued on next page… 
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Executive Night is our September event and is the largest monthly meeting held each year. This 
event is to thank each member firm and their executives for their involvement, further professional 
development with a dynamic speaker, award and highlight scholarship recipients and promote our 
chapter’s community involvement. We’ll go into it in more detail in the June mentor feature. 
 
All that planning is carried out by the Program Committee’s Co-Directors; this year it is Courtney Hill 
and Cyndi Lorenzen. They receive the $30 meal fee and use it to not only choose the beverage, meals 
and catering options, but also to cover room fees and speakers’ fees. They track their budget all year 
and if room rentals are waived or member firms donate, they get to splurge on other fun ideas for our 
membership. 
 
The Sergeant-at-Arms, Jessinda Madonia, is in charge of reservations and payments. Hospitality 
Chair Mary Ann Moore, is in charge of welcoming members and guests at check in and creative 
seating assignments to help develop relationships throughout the year. 
 
Our officers, directors and committee chairs all work together, within the established framework of 
the kinds of meetings, for great food, conversation starters and opportunities for involvement.  
 
Talking Points: 

• What is your favorite type of meeting? What is your favorite type of location? 
• If you have been involved a long time, what is something about Programs you miss? 
• If you are newer, what is something you want to see more of? 
• We have increased the budget for speakers this year. What do you want to hear and learn 

about? 
• What is the best way to give feedback, either positive or negative? (Hint: The answer is always 

speaking to the Program Directors or President directly.) 
 
 
 
EWI Mentor Program topics for upcoming months: 
 
Jan: Connections: Member Directory 

Feb: Connections: Member Firms 

Mar: Connections: Mentor Program 

Apr: Careers: Board and Committee Service 

May: Careers: LCAM 

Jun: Careers: Speakers/Exec Night 

Jul: Careers: Webinars 

Aug: Community: Literacy 

Sep: Community: Scholarship 

Oct: Community: Fundraising 

Nov: Community: Volunteering 

Dec: Certification – December Newsletter/Meeting 2018 

 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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The 2017-2018 Mentor Matchings….make sure to reach out to your partner this month! 
 

Carol Bahls Jessinda J Madonia 
Sarah Roeder Courtney Hill 
Janette House Robin Taylor 
Ruth Hanrahan Beth Kneeskern 
Michelle L Cook Kim Crocker 
Judith (Judy) 
Jones 

Tara Nagel 

Sheryl Nichols Karen Fitch 
Nancy Cook Corinna King 
Marsha Rodd Karen Crowell Bailey 
Cyndi Lorenzen Debra Lyons 
Cindy 
Fleischacker 

Deb Longseth 

Christine Healy Katherine McClure 
Laveta Pfaltzgraff Deb BeLieu 
Lena Rocha Gloria Criswell 
Linda Buchanan Aisha R Syed 
Mary Granneman Marty Kennedy 
Karen Andersen Alyssa Flamm 
Keisha Knepper Mary Ann Moore 
Kim Fankhauser Anna Doud 
Paulette Schultz Sharon Porter 
Christy Jones Ashley A McKee 
Carmella Heckard Marla Wylie 
Judy J Smith Barb Hobson 
Chris Harvey Laura Montgomery 

 
FIRMS IN THE NEWS 

 
 
FBL's Brannen elected to PCI board of governors  
The Property Casualty Insurers Association of America has elected a Greater Des Moines-based chief executive to 
its board of governors. Jim Brannen, CEO of FBL Financial Group in West Des Moines, was elected second vice 
chair of PCI. Other executives voted to the top spots were Kurt Bock, CEO of Country Financial, who was named 
PCI's chair; and Pete McPartland, president and CEO of Sentry Insurance, who was elected first vice chair. Brannen 
joined FBL in 1991 and has held various positions in finance and executive management. PCI is composed of nearly 
1,000 member companies; its members write $216 billion in annual premiums, representing 36 percent of the 
nation's property casualty insurance. 
 
Iowa Methodist named among 'greenest hospitals'  
Health industry journal Becker's Healthcare has included Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Des Moines on its list of 
"60 of the greenest hospitals in America" for 2017. As noted by the publication on its website, "Iowa Methodist 
Medical Center, part of UnityPoint Health, has taken several steps to reduce food waste, such as incorporating food 
composting into its kitchens and cafeterias. This initiative has allowed the 370-bed hospital to significantly reduce 
the amount of food waste sent to the landfill. Iowa Methodist also has single-stream recycling -- a system in which 
all paper fibers, plastics, metals and other containers are mixed -- to make it easier for everybody to recycle."  

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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Des Moines prepares to approve deal for future Kemin expansion 
Less than two months after celebrating the grand opening of its new worldwide headquarters, Kemin Industries Inc. 
is preparing for future expansion, with plans to buy nearly 23.6 acres of land north and east of its recently completed 
headquarters from the city of Des Moines. According to a staff report to the City Council, Kemin has no immediate 
plans for development of the combined properties -- located north and south of East Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
near the Kemin complex at 1900 Scott Ave. -- but envisions possible manufacturing and warehousing operations. 
The City Council will be asked today to approve a preliminary development agreement under which Kemin would 
pay a total of $440,195 for 2109 E. Market St., located north of East Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway; and additional 
parcels and rights of way in an area bounded by a Union Pacific Railroad Co. right of way on the west, Southeast 
23rd Street on the east, East Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway on the north and Maury Street on the south. Three of 
the parcels were purchased with the help of federal funds for the extension Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway. Kemin 
would pay $140,495 for those parcels, with the proceeds going to the city's Southeast Connector fund. Kemin would 
pay $299,700 for the remaining parcels, with the revenues from those sales funding a five-year forgivable loan at 0 
percent interest. That loan would be part of an economic development package for Kemin under which the company 
also would qualify for five-year, graduated scale industrial tax abatement on the value of improvements in the 
expansion area. Read more about Kemin's recently completed expansion of its eastside campus. 
 
Fed names Shazam executive to payments task force  
The Federal Reserve announced that Kevin Christensen, senior vice president of market intelligence and data 
analytics for Johnston-based payments company Shazam Inc., was elected to a seat on the U.S. Faster Payments 
Governance Framework Formation Team. The short-term working group was established by the Federal Reserve's 
Faster Payments Task Force to develop recommendations for a faster U.S. payments governance. The 27-member 
team will initially focus on the structure, decision-making and processes of a governance framework. The team will 
likely seek comment on its initial work by next spring and expects to complete its work by the end of 2018. 
Christensen brings 23 years of experience as a payments professional, FDIC examiner and IT expert to the 
formation team. 
 
Catch Des Moines tourism work gets two awards 
Catch Des Moines was awarded two 2017 Iowa Tourism Awards for Outstanding Social Media Execution and 
Outstanding Niche Market Initiative in Sioux City last week at the annual Iowa Tourism Conference. Greg Edwards, 
president and CEO of Catch Des Moines, said: "Our team strives to identify and execute new ways that get people 
thinking about and booking events and trips in Greater Des Moines. Receiving these awards reflect the success of 
those efforts." 
 
Outstanding Social Media Execution honors a destination for excellence in its social media strategy. Over the past 
fiscal year, Catch Des Moines, the Greater Des Moines Convention and Visitors Bureau, saw 49 percent growth in 
social media followers and an 86.5 percent increase in engagement as the result of a redefined social media 
strategy. Outstanding Niche Market Initiative honors a tourism effort targeted to a niche audience. The Catch Des 
Moines Summer Giveaway Campaign was awarded for increasing awareness of summer events in Greater Des 
Moines and growing engagement with prospective visitors. The initiative resulted in more than 1 million impressions 
and a 15 percent increase in visitor newsletter subscriptions. A full list of winners is here. 
 
Bankers Trust reports record third-quarter earnings 
Bankers Trust Co. reported earnings of $13.2 million for the quarter ended Sept. 30, the highest third-quarter 
earnings in the bank's 100-year history, according to a release. Through nine months, Bankers Trust had earnings 
of $35.8 million, a 24.2 percent increase from the year-ago period. Bankers Trust took a step closer to its target of 
having $5 billion in total assets by 2020, with assets at the end of the quarter of $4.3 billion, making the bank one of 
the top 250 in the country by asset size. Bankers Trust reported $3.5 billion in loans at the end of the quarter, up 
$211 million or 6.3 percent from the end of 2016. Deposits grew to $3.3 billion at the end of the quarter, up $218 
million or 7.1 percent over nine months, during which a record number of savings and checking accounts were 
opened. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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http://businessrecord.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=f2dff728e79ebbfc30ac39a0ecc29534&i=885A907A3A167821
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Hubbell Realty renews Fight for Air Climb sponsorship 
The American Lung Association in Iowa announced today that Hubbell Realty Co. has signed on for a third year as 
the presenting sponsor of the Annual Fight for Air Climb in downtown Des Moines. The 15th annual event will take 
place April 8 in downtown Des Moines. “This sponsorship is an investment in the health of our community, where we 
house thousands of people in numerous residential and office sites throughout Greater Des Moines,” said Rick 
Tollakson, president and CEO of Hubbell Realty Co. “In addition, our employees care deeply about the Lung 
Association for very personal reasons.” On Nov. 15, the Lung Association is hosting a corporate breakfast to 
introduce local business leaders to the event. Registration for the 15th Annual Fight For Air Climb is open online or 
by calling 515-309-9507. 
  
Grand View Receives Impact Award from The Greater Des Moines Partnership  
The Greater Des Moines Partnership and the Business Record will honor area companies with the Celebrate 
Business and Economic Impact Awards at a luncheon on Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2017. The awards program will take 
place at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 
Celebrating 35 years of local economic impact in 2017, the Economic Impact Awards recognize companies that 
have had a significant influence on the local economy in terms of job creation, capital investment and facility 
expansion. Since 1999, the Celebrate Business Awards have promoted the Greater Des Moines (DSM) business 
community by acknowledging innovative and enduring business initiatives. The awards are presented annually. 
Grand View has received the EDGE Award for the pursuit of educational attainment and talent development. 
 
Kemin says its products touch half of global population 
Kemin Industries announced Tuesday it has reached a company vision set nearly two decades ago: to touch half of 
the world's population with its products. The Des Moines-based company estimates that its products now touch 3.8 
billion lives daily, or half the current global population of 7.6 billion. "When the vision was first introduced in 1998, 
the size and magnitude seemed incredibly audacious," said Chris Nelson, president and CEO of Kemin. "In less 
than 20 years, we've achieved our vision and have become a global leader in providing innovative solutions for 
improving the quality, safety and efficacy of food, feed and health-related products." More than 500 Kemin North 
American employees and their families attended a celebration last week at the Science Center of Iowa to mark the 
milestone, and Kemin plans similar celebrations at its locations worldwide this month. 
 
Report card shows progress on Partnership's 75/25 education goal  
Greater Des Moines is making progress toward a regional goal to broaden the education level of its workforce, 
according to the Greater Des Moines Partnership. The Partnership released a report card on its Education Drives 
our Greater Economy (EDGE) initiative that indicates that 61.7 percent of working-age adults in its eight-county 
region have completed education beyond high school -- a 10.4 percentage point increase in the overall level of  
postsecondary attainment since 2008. The data from the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey also 
indicate that an additional 17.6 percent of the region's working-age adults have had some postsecondary 
experience but have yet to complete their education resulting in a degree, certification or credential award, indicating 
they are prime candidates to gain new skills and contribute toward the goal. The Partnership announced the EDGE 
initiative in late 2014 with a regional goal for 75 percent of working-age adults to have postsecondary degrees, 
certificates or other credentials by 2025 that align with workforce needs. "The latest numbers show significant 
progress, and our region's business, community and education leaders must continue to work collaboratively to 
ensure DSM is meeting workforce demands," said Mary Bontrager, executive vice president of talent development 
at the Partnership. 
 
Which Iowa hospitals got an A for patient safety?  
Iowa ranks 33rd among the states in the percentage of hospitals receiving an A grade, according to the latest 
Hospital Safety Grades reported by the Leapfrog Group. Nine of 33 Iowa hospitals, or 27 percent, received an A 
grade. Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Des Moines was the only Greater Des Moines hospital to receive the 
highest grade. States ranking the highest were Rhode Island at 71 percent A grades, Maine at 69 percent and 
Hawaii at 67 percent. In the Midwest, 59 percent of Wisconsin hospitals got A grades while 29 percent of Minnesota 
hospitals got an A. The nonprofit hospital quality organization evaluates more than 2,600 U.S. hospitals twice 
annually, assigning letter grades from A to F. The Safety Grade includes 27 measures, all currently in use by 
national measurement and reporting programs. 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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Grand View Named to STEM Council's STEM BEST Partners Across Iowa 
The Iowa Governor’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Advisory Council has awarded 
19 new STEM BEST® (Businesses Engaging Students and Teachers) Partnerships across Iowa. Grand View is 
honored to be chosen for this partnership. 
 
STEM BEST Partners transform typical K-12 classroom environments and methods to unite the workplace with the 
classroom and develop clear pathways from STEM education to STEM careers in the state. From 2014 through 
2016, the STEM Council established eighteen STEM BEST Partnerships that exemplify school-business 
partnerships uniting what is taught and learned in K-12 mathematics, science, technology and engineering classes 
with what skills, knowledge and behaviors are going to be needed at work. 
 
“Iowa companies must be able to hire enough skilled workers so they can grow and innovate, and more Iowans 
deserve to have the skills needed for rewarding careers,” said Gov. Kim Reynolds, co-chair of the STEM Council. 
“Through STEM BEST, educators and business leaders work together with students to strengthen Iowa’s talent 
pipeline and close the skills gap. STEM BEST is one of many programs that promise to help reach our Future 
Ready Iowa goal of 70 percent of Iowa’s workforce having education or training beyond high school by 2025.” 
Each selected program submitted an in-depth proposal, considering factors like education driven by industry need, 
rigorous, relevant and dynamic STEM curriculum and authentic partnerships. These models bring various strengths 
in community partnerships, district demographics and program focus and will serve as models for others around the 
state. 
 
The STEM Council’s executive committee voted unanimously last Thursday to award and support 19 of 31 proposed 
partnerships that each bring to the table a dollar-for-dollar cost sharing commitment and, in some instances, well 
beyond their fifty percent cost sharing commitment. The Council’s STEM BEST grants themselves derive from a 
pool of funds that represent both public and private investments in STEM. Funds are to be used for equipping 
modern collaborative workspaces and training educators in workplace-classroom integration. 
 
 

UPCOMING PHILANTROPY EVENTS 
 

YESS Present Wrapping 
Pull out your scissors, tape and curly ribbon and get ready to wrap! EWI members are asked to lend a 
hand wrapping presents for the students at YESS on Tuesday, December 19 from 5 – 7 p.m. Bring a 
snack to share and invite a friend or two as there are many presents to make festive. Supplies of 
wrapping paper, bows, tape and boxes would be appreciated. If you can’t make the wrapping event, 
the philanthropy committee will be collecting these items at our December meeting. 
 
Please let Deb Longseth know if you can attend, dlongseth@onlyworkforyou.com. Youth Emergency 
Services & Shelter is located at 918 SE 11th Street, Des Moines, IA 50309. 
  
Capitol View Elementary 
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, December 20 when our chapter will 
be handing out hoodies, toothbrushes, coloring books and Goldfish snacks 
to the kindergarten classes. The time is yet to be decided. Each class chose 
a hoodie color which will be screen printed with a Capitol View design that 
features each class’s graduation year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find EWI Des Moines on Facebook  
 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
mailto:dlongseth@onlyworkforyou.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/EWI-of-Des-Moines/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/EWI-of-Des-Moines/
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2018 LUNCH BUNCH 
3rd Tuesday and Thursday of each month 

Locations in West Des Moines and Downtown 
 

Date 
11:30 am 

West Des Moines 
Meets on Tuesdays 

Downtown 
Meets on Thursdays 

December 19 & 21 
Club Car 

13435 University Avenue, Clive 
226-1729 

Court Avenue Brewing Company 
309 Court Avenue, D.M. 

282-2739 
 

Date 
11:30 am 

West Des Moines 
Meets on Tuesdays 

Downtown 
Meets on Thursdays 

January 16 & 18 
Olive Garden 

3600 Westown Parkway, WDM 
224-0824 

Americana 
1312 Locust St., D.M. 

283-1312 

February 20 & 22 
Firebirds 

440 S. 68th Street, WDM 
259-8540 

Alba 
524 E. 6th, D.M. 

244-0261 

March 20 & 22 
Biaggi’s 

5990 University Avenue, WDM 
221-9900 

Exile Brewing Company 
1514 Walnut Street, D.M. 

883-2337 

April 17 & 19 
Fire Creek 

800 S. 50th Street, WDM 
224-0500 

Olympic Flame 
514 E. Grand Ave., D.M. 

243-4361 

May 15 & 17 
Cool Basil 

1250 - 86th Street, Clive 
225-8111 

Tumea & Sons 
1501 SE 1st St., D.M. 

282-7964 

June 19 & 21 
Coach’s Pizza 

560 S. Prairie View, WDM 
223-2233 

Café Baratta’s in the Historical Building 
600 E. Locust Street, D.M. 

281-3294 

July 17 & 19 
Bar Louie 

7105 Mills Civic Parkway, WDM 
422-9640 

Star Bar 
2811 Ingersoll Ave., D.M. 

244-0790 

August 21 & 23 
Wellman’s 

597 Market Street, WDM 
222-1100 

Magnolia Wine Kitchen 
313 E. Locust Street, D.M. 

635-0952 

September 18 & 20 
Bravo 

120 S. Jordan Creek Parkway, WDM 
225-0660 

MALO 
900 Mulberry Street, D.M. 

244-5000 

October 16 & 18 
Urban Grill 

3651- 86th Street, Urbandale 
278-1016 

+39 
1430 Locust St., D.M. 

421-4500 

November 13 & 15 
Waterfront 

2900 University Avenue, WDM 
223-5106 

Centro 
1003 Locust St., D.M. 

248-1780 

December 18 & 20 
Club Car 

13435 University Avenue, Clive 
226-1729 

Court Avenue Brewing Company 
309 Court Avenue, D.M. 

282-2739 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Wednesday, November 22 by 6:00 p.m. – Reservation Deadline for December Meeting 
Make sure to register for the December meeting at www.ewidsm.org.  Questions about payments? 
Please contact Jessinda Madonia JMadonia@bankerstrust.com. 
 
Monday, December 4 – Chapter Meeting 
5:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Christopher’s, 2816 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines 
 
Tuesday, December 19 – Lunch Bunch West Des Moines 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Club Car, 13435 University Avenue, Clive 226-1729 
 
Thursday, December 21 – Lunch Bunch Downtown 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Court Avenue Brewing Company, 309 Court Avenue, DSM   282-2739 
 
Tuesday, December 19 – Present Wrapping 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. YESS, 918 SE 11th Street, Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
Wednesday, December 20 – Capitol View Elementary 
TBD    Capitol View Elementary, 320 E. 16th Street, Des Moines 50317 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
  

Courtney Hill   Premier Credit Union  December 14    

Deb Longseth   Syverson Strege & Company December 18 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
http://www.ewidsm.org/
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2017-18 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Advisor:  
Tara Nagel 
 
Official Greeter: 
Katherine McClure 
 
Nominating: 
Tara Nagel 
Katherine McClure 
Marla Wylie 
 
Budget: 
Laura Montgomery  
Katherine McClure 
Marla Wylie 
 
Investments: 
Chris Harvey – Chair 
Katherine McClure 
Paula Leverenz – non EWI 
Michelle Morris – non EWI 
Donna Schletzbaum – non EWI 
 
Philanthropy: 
Deb Longseth – Chair 
Linda Buchanan 
Sheryl Nichols 
Judy Jones 
 
 
Scholarship/ASIST: 
Michelle Cook - Chair 
Karen Bailey 
Marsha Rodd 
Paula Leverenz – non EWI 
Michelle Morris – non EWI 
Donna Schletzbaum – non EWI 
 
Strategic Plan: 
Sarah Roeder – Chair 
Katherine McClure 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Presidents Advisory 
Council: 
Tara Nagel 
Carmella Heckard 
Chris Harvey 
Paulette Schultz 
Christine Healy 
Barbara Eslick 
Cindy Fleischacker 
Michelle Cook 
Sarah Roeder 
Ruth Hanrahan 
Sheryl Nichols 
Laveta Pfaltzgraff 
Kim Fankhauser 
Judy Jones 
Judy Smith 
Linda Buchanan 
Marsha Rodd 
Mary Granneman 
Nancy Cook 
Karen Bailey 
Janette House 
Lena Rocha 
 
Hospitality:  
Mary Ann Moore – Chair 
Carol Bahls 
Kim Bence 
Corinna King 
 
Purely Social: 
Karen Fitch – Chair 
Kim Fankhauser 
Christy Jones 
Laveta Pfaltzgraff 
 
 
Parliamentarian: 
Nancy Cook 
 
Lunch Bunch: 
Judy Smith – WDM 
Paulette Schultz – Downtown 
 
 
 
 

Fundraising**: 
Beth Kneeskern – Chair 
Deb BeLieu 
Mary Granneman 
Ashley McKee 
Aisha Syed 
 
Communications**:  
Robin Taylor – Co-Chair 
Christine Healy – Co-Chair 
Ruth Hanrahan 
Keisha Knepper 
Judy Smith 
 
Programs**: 
Courtney Hill – Co-Chair 
Cyndi Lorenzen – Co-Chair 
Gloria Criswell 
Cindy Fleischacker 
Carmella Heckard 
 
Recruitment/Retention** 
Alyssa Flamm – Chair 
Karen Anderson 
Kim Crocker 
Anna Doud 
Janette House 
 
Marketing**: 
Sharon Porter – Chair 
Deb Lyons 
Marty Kennedy 
 
Sergeant at Arms**: 
Jessinda Madonia 
 
Treasurer**: 
Laura Montgomery 
 
Secretary**: 
Barb Hobson 
 
Vice President**: 
Marla Wylie 
 
President**: 
Katherine McClure 

 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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CORPORATE INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chapter Leadership and Developmental 
Training Calls 

 
 
Effective Speaking & Communication 
Presenter: Corinne Barringer, Barringer Consultants 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
3:00 PM EST / 2:00 PM CST 
 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar 
presented by Executive Women 
International. We look forward to 
welcoming you to our monthly 
Professional Development 
programming! Please invite a couple of 
colleagues to join you and continue 
sharing new skills and learning 
opportunities with your firm.   

 
 
Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jGK5J4aESPq2IFDtFnyf2w  
  

 
2017-2018 Corporate 

Officers  
& Directors 

 
 

President 
Cheryl Hawkins 

American Clinical  
Laboratory Association 

EWI of Washington, D.C. 
 
 

Vice President/ 
President-Elect 
Ronwyn Anderson 
Individual Member 

EWI of Nashville 
 
 

Secretary/Treasurer  
Christine Healy 

TPI – The Printer Inc. 
EWI of Des Moines 

 
 

Directors 
Maegan Brandt 

Insurance Solutions, LLC 
EWI of Honolulu 

 
Christina Casiano 

Bill Miller Bar-B-Q  
Enterprises, Ltd. 

EWI of San Antonio 
 

Linda Sarancha  
Raymond James Financial 

Services, Inc. 
EWI of Pomona Valley 

 
Felicia J. Senter 

 Tulsa Tech 
 EWI of Tulsa 

 
Nelda Anderson Tatum 

 UNC Charlotte - Business Affairs 
 EWI of Charlotte 

 
 

Advisor 
Jill Gaffney 

Greenleaf Landscaping, Inc. 
EWI of Spokane 

What is EWI? 
Mission 

Executive Women International (EWI) brings 
together key individuals from diverse businesses for 
the purpose of promoting member firms, enhancing 

personal and professional development, and 
encouraging community involvement. 

 
Vision 

To be a global women’s organization of 5,000 engaged 
members empowering others for positive change. 

 
Values 

Integrity | Excellence | Respect | Collaboration 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jGK5J4aESPq2IFDtFnyf2w
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EWI® Des Moines Chapter 
Monday, December 4, 2017 

Chapter Meeting 
 

Date: Monday, December 4, 2017 

Program: Holiday Event – Firm Overview with Nourish Thrive Live  

Program Location: 
 Christopher’s 
2816 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines  
Parking is on both the north and south sides of the building.   

Schedule: 

4:15 – 5:15 Board Meeting 
5:15 – 5:50 Socialize and cash bar 
5:50 – 6:05 Guest and member introductions 
6:05 – 6:15 Firm Spotlight (Nourish Thrive Live) 
6:15 - 6:45 Dinner 
6:45 - 7:30 Ornament Exchange 
7:30 – 8:00 EWI Updates 

Menu: 

Chicken parmigiana or vegetarian pasta 
Tossed garden salad with creamy Italian or buttermilk ranch dressing 
Seasonal fresh vegetables and artisan breads 
Dessert 
Tea or water 

Cost: $30.00 

Dinner 
Reservation 
Deadline: 

• Reservation deadline is Wednesday, November 22, 2017. 
• Please remember that all Representatives MUST 

register on line at http://www.ewidsm.org.  
• Representatives paying monthly or quarterly MUST complete the 

form below and mail it along with your check to Jessinda Madonia 
by the reservation deadline. 

• Representatives bringing a guest MUST register the guest online 
and mail the payment by the reservation deadline.  

• Cancellation Policy: If you have registered but are unable to 
attend, you MUST notify Jessinda before the reservation deadline 
in order to receive a refund or credit. 

Mail this form to: 
Jessinda Madonia  
Bankers Trust, 620 S. 60th Street, West Des Moines, IA  50265 
Questions? Call 515-248-1321 or email jmadonia@bankerstrust.com 

 

Firm:      

Representatives:     

Executives/Guests:     

Amount Enclosed:      (Please make check payable to EWI) 

http://www.ewiconnect.org/
http://www.ewidsm.org/
http://ewidsm.com/
http://ewidsm.com/
mailto:jmadonia@bankerstrust.com
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